Chapter 16 Section 3 – The Russian Revolution

I. Background 

A. During WWI Russia had no good military leaders.  This caused Czar Nicholas II to command his troops from the front lines.  There were not enough weapons for the army.  (Many trained with broom sticks).  

B. Between 1914-1916 2 mil Russians were killed and another 4-6 mil. Captured or wounded.  Russians stopped wanting to fight.

C. While Nicholas ran the war, his wife, Alexandra, (born in Germany) ran things at home.  She was very stubborn and relied on Grigori Rasputin for advice.  

D. Rasputin claimed to be a holy man.  He was the only person who could heal the Czar’s son Alexis.  He had hemophilia – a bleeding disorder.  (He began heeling him in 1905)
E. It was rumored that he and Alexandra were having an affair (she called him her “teacher, savior, and mentor”)  As Russia’s military and economy failed, the people blamed Rasputin for their problems.  
F. In 12-1916 he was murdered after being invited to a party at some noblemen’s estate.  (He was poisoned, shot, shot again, beaten, bound, thrown in the Neva River where he drowned, but not till after he freed himself from his bonds.)

G. The March Revolution – In March 1917 working class women began revolting in Petrograd (St. Petersburg).  This happened b/c the gvt rationed bread.  Women waited for hours in line for bread after a 12 hour work day.

H. The women called a strike and by 3-10-1917 the city had shut down.

I. Nicholas ordered troops to break up the protests, but the troops joined the protesters.  

J. The Duma – Russia’s parliament – met and created a new government that asked Nicholas to step down.  On 1-15-1917 he did.  He was the last Czar of Russia.
K. The head of the new government was Alexander Kerensky.  He wanted to continue fighting in WWI to keep honor.  This was a mistake, b/c it upset everyone.  

L. Soviets formed – councils of representatives for workers and soldiers.  They were mainly radical Socialists who represented the low working class.

II. The rise of Lenin
A. The Bolsheviks – radical Marxists – were under the leadership of Vladimir Lenin.  He was out of the country when the revolution began, but the Germans sent him back in to Russia (4-1917) hoping to upset the provisional gvt.
B. Lenin began to take control of the soviets.  He used them to overthrow the provisional gvt. 

C. The Bolsheviks promised to. . .

1. End the war.

2. Give land to peasants

3. End capitalism in industry

4. Transfer power to the soviets.

D. Their slogan was “Peace, Land, Bread.”  Others were “Worker Control of Production” and “All power to Soviets.”

III. Bolsheviks Seize Power
A. By 10-1917, the Bolsheviks had grown from 50k – 240k members.  Leon Trotsky was in charge of the Petrograd Soviet.  On 11-6-1917 they took control of the Winter Palace with very little blood shed.

B. All soviets were promised equal control.  They even created a congress system.  The congress created The Council of Peoples Commissioners – headed by Lenin.

C. Lenin signed the Treaty of Brest Litovsk  ending Russian fighting with Germany.  Russia also gave Germany Poland, Finland, Ukraine, etc.

D. Many Russians were upset at this, but Lenin kept his promise to end the War.

IV. Civil War

A. Allied armies came to Russia hoping to force them back into the war.  They aided anti-communism forces.  This sparked a civil war.  
B. The White Army – anti communist – fought the Red Army – Bolsheviks – for power.  

C. Several battles took place and the White Army held Ukraine for a time, but by 1920 the Whites had lost.

D. During the war, the old Royal family was murdered by Bolsheviks in the Ural mnts. (bodies burned in a mine shaft)
V. Triumph of Communism

A. The Red Army was better trained than the white.  This was b/c of the leadership of Leon Trotsky.  They whites were also splintered into factions.

B. Lenin created the concept of War Communism – the government took control of banks, industries, farms, etc. to keep things under control.

C. A secret police called the Cheka looked to destroy anyone who opposed Lenin.

D. By 1921 communists held full control of Russia.  They now distrusted USA, Japan, France, b/c they supported the White Army.
